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CONFIDENTIAL ZAGREB 047 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PGOV, YO 
SUBJECT: LEADERSHIP 

REF: BELGRADE 0453 (PARA 3) 

1 . A WELL-PLACED CROATIAN TOLD US THAT KARDELJ IS INDEED VERY 
ILL AND THAT THERE IS SOME DOUBT AS TO WHETHER HE WILL BE ABLE 
TO ATTEND THE LCY CONGRESS LATER THIS YEAR. TITO IS REPORTEDLY 
DEPRESSED ABOUT THIS, AS HE HAD BEEN COUNTING ON KARDELJ AS HIS 
SUCCESSOR. 

2. THE CROATIAN LEADER, BAKARIC, WHO IS THE THIRD RANKING 
POLITICAL PERSONALITY IN YUGOSLAVIA, HAS FOR SOME TIME BEEN, 

AND CONTINUES TO BE, IN POOR HEALTH. THUS, OF THE THREE MOST 
POWERFUL AND PRESTIGIOUS YUGOSLAV FIGURES, TITO AT 85 IS THE 
HEALTHIEST, EVEN THOUGH HE IS ABOUT TWENTY YEARS OLDER THAN 
EITHER KARDELJ OR BAKARIC. KAISER 
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